particular interest to them, but the book as such could hardly be recommended to the serious examination candidate. There may be some appeal to the practising specialist, but again it is doubtful whether in Britain he would want to own this book. Having no experience of the American system I cannot give an opinion as to the value of this book to the American undergraduate or postgraduate, but I would hope that here is where the appeal lies. W G MaCGREGOR Studies in Neurology by Sir Charles Symonds KBE CB DM FRCP pp 344 £4 London &c.: Oxford University Press 1970 This is a collection of papers selected from those published by Sir Charles Symonds during a career in neurology extending over fifty years. They include his classical papers on subarachnoid hemorrhage, cerebral thrombophlebitis, otitic hydrocephalus and head injuries, but there will be very few neurologists and neurosurgeons who will not read them again with profit and enjoyment. At the end are two moving addresses delivered in memory of J G Greenfield and Lord Brain. As an introduction, the author has written a short autobiographical chapter which is full of interest, both for its account of his own activities and for the sketches that it includes of his own teachers and colleagues. Those who have been taught by Symonds will certainly enjoy this volume and others will be able to capture something of the excitement of the working of his inquisitive mind, with the firm backing of wide experience and an exactness of observation that is quite extraordinary.
How difficult it might have been for some great men to select, from work published over this length of time, papers that were still worth reading; Sir Charles Symonds' difficulty must have been to know which to leave out. When one looks at these papers and the appended bibliography of his other work, how striking it is that there is nothing that is trivial, and nothing written for the sake of writing, rather than for the sake of what it has to say. Australian and the five 'Continentals' added to the distinguished company. As recognized world authorities on their particular subjects, all delivered an up-to-date account of specialized aspects of their work. This is postgraduate material, mostly of a high standard.
Approximately half the volume is devoted to otology, the remainder to plastic, head and neck and laryngeal surgery.
The verbatim transcriptions of the panel discussions on stapes surgery and tympanoplasty are entertaining and informative. They demonstrate how fluid the situation remains, despite large areas of agreement. There is a comprehensive section on the facial nerve with some excellent dogma, marred only by the advocacy of decompression operations in Bell's palsy.
Plastic reconstruction of the auricle, usually considered so difficult, is made to look simple in diagram form, yet the published photographs of autograft cartilage repair are very convincing.
The sections on head and neck and laryngeal surgery emphasize the need for sub-specialization in this field. The panel members talk with the voices of authority and experience. As expected, the bias is in favour of surgery.
This book should be read by otolaryngologists, mainly for the descriptions of recent techniques and developments, but also for entertainment. Plastic surgeons would find much of interest. The present volume is a successful attempt to link existing knowledge on joint physiology and pathology with the results of recent electron microscopic work. It stems from a collaboration between the two authors which commenced some years ago in Sheffield, where they were much influenced by the late Professor D H Collins. Ghadially is now professor of pathology in Saskatchewan, and Roy assistant professor of pathology in New Delhi. They are authors of a number of scientific papers on the ultrastructure of joint tissues, and this book provides a useful synthesis of their observations and ideas with those of other workers.
It commences with an account of the ultrastructure of normal synovial membrane and articular cartilage, and goes on to describe findings in a variety of conditions including osteoarthritis, traumatic arthritis, hemarthrosis and rheumatoid arthritis. It is well illustrated with electron micrographs of human and animal material. The needs of the nonspecialist reader are met by the provision of detailed explanatory legends to the illustrations, by a chapter describing ultrastructural nomenclature as applied to the tissues under consideration, and by numerous sections relating the ultrastructural findings to the other morphological and functional aspects of the subject. A chapter on 'Age and osteoarthritic changes in articular cartilage' has been contributed by Dr G Meachim of the University of Liverpool. More work, and more reflection, will be needed before all the implications of the ultrastructural approach are clear. The authors stress that the morphological -including the ultrastructuralchanges in the synovial tissues in rheumatoid arthritis are nonspecific. They discuss the changes in chondrocytes in ageing and in osteoarthritis, and regard these as 'degenerative'. They describe the consequences of extravasation of blood into the joint cavity, but they do not say whether this process, or the one they refer to as 'lipohaemarthrosis', is related in any way to 'pigmented villonodular synovitis', a condition which other ultrastructural studies (see Hirohata, 1968, Kobe J. med. Sci. 14, 251) Mass screening for cervical cancer will remain a pipe-dream until a machine is substituted for a labour force that just does not exist in most countries. The ideal machine is easily described. It must recognize and reject the inadequate sample, distinguish between the benign and malignant with a high degree of accuracy, be rapid and economically feasible. Two questions have to be answered before such a machine can be devised. First, what are the minimum data, compatible with accuracy, that the machine must analyse? Secondly, can it do this without sacrificing speed and economy? The purpose of the symposium organized by Tenovus was to consider these questions and discuss the feasibility of automated screening for cervical cancer.
The twenty-six papers presented range through theoretical considerations, practical suggestions regarding measurements of one or two parameters such as nuclear size and density, DNA content by fluorescent cytophotometry, recognition of fluorescent intracytoplasmic granules, and detection of enzymes in vaginal fluid, to descriptions of more complex techniques such as cell separation by electrophoresis and spectrophotometry, electron spin resonance, cell agglutination and integrated cellular chemistry. Two systems described, the Cervical Smear Analyser and Reader (CESAR) and the Taxonomic Intracellular Analytic System (TICAS) are more concerned with cell analysis.
It would appear that despite its fatigability and fallibility, the human brain remains the most acceptable computer currently available in this field. However, this excellently edited volume provides information on much that is possible and probable in the field of cytology automation.
CHANDRA GRUBB An Anthology of Ophthalmic Classics edited, with comments, biographical notes, and portrait illustrations by James E Lebensohn MD PhD pp xx+407 illustrated £7 10s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1969 Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone This is a delightful book which must have given the compiler great pleasure in selecting the contributions which he considers to be of classical importance to ophthalmological progress during the past few hundred years. The majority are nineteenth and twentieth century authors and the original papers, translated into English where necessary, are followed by a commentary which integrates the subject into modern knowledge. A portrait of the author and a brief biography are included with each paper. The famous paper by Albrecht von Graefe on iridectomy in glaucoma, published in 1857, is followed by an excellent commentary concluding with the two sentences: 'As the results of iridectomy in chronic glaucoma were frequently disappointing, De Wecker in 1867 proposed an operation to produce a filtering cicatrix. As the idea became accepted various procedures for this purpose were developed in rapid succession: cyclodialysis by Heine in 1905, iridosclerotomy by Lagrange in 1906, iridencleisis by Holth in 1907, and corneo-scleral trephination by Elliot in 1909.' Of the seventy papers included in the volume only the name of Albrecht von Graefe appears twice. The presentation is entirely free from pedantry and is the work of an enthusiast. It would be delightful to receive as a gift or to expend book tokens upon such a handsome and interesting production.
